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Education: 
· 2005 - today: University of Hamburg & German Aerospace Agency, Germany , PhD in Remote Sensing and Biodiversity studies; thesis entitled "Using hyperspectral remote sensing to model spatial pattern of vascular plant diversity in central Namibian Savannah Ecosystems ". Part of the Helmholtz-EOS PhD-program. 
· 2004 - 2005: Diploma thesis entitled:”Vegetation modelling at the southern slopes of the High Atlas, Morocco – Habitat modelling and its application in drylands” [in German]. 

· 1999 - 2005: University of Hamburg, Germany; Degree: Diploma degree, specialised in plant systematics, vegetation ecology, genetics and soil science. 
Postgraduate Training History: 
· 2009: ECOCHANGE Summer school: “Predictive habitat distribution models: tools for building projections of global change impact on biodiversity”, Lausanne, Switzerland 
· 2007: First European Summer school on hyperspectral imaging, Cáceres, Spain 

· 2007: BIOPLEX-Summerschool “Biodiversity and Landscape Ecology”, Gießen & Göttingen, Germany 

· 2006: Helmholtz-EOS Summer School, Helgoland, Germany 

· 2006: “Introduction to programming with IDL”. German Aerospace Agency, Germany 

· 2005 - 2006: Guest scientist at the German Aerospace Agency (DLR) in Oberpfaffenhofen, Germany 

Research interests: 
· Hyperspectral remote sensing and field spectroscopy 

· Species Distribution modelling at the species and community level 

· Patterns of alpha and beta – diversity along environmental gradients
· Spatial statistics (esp. Point Pattern Analysis)
· GIS and WebGIS applications in ecological research

· Ecology of savannahs and high mountain ecosystems 

Teaching experience: 
· 2003 - 2009: Introduction to GIS for biologists. 

· 2008 - 2009: Introduction to the R software for data analysis 

· 2005 - 2006: Vegetation ecology – excursions. 

· 2006 - 2009: Methods in vegetation ecology and biodiversity science. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

Journal Reviews: Ecological Informatics, Dinteria, Forest Ecology, Landscape Research and Nature Conservation
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
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